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he coronavirus has not just sickened and killed people and stalled the economy
in India but also brought various other problem to the fore, a most important
and dangerous being socialist thinking. The most prominent manifestation of
socialism was an action plan ‘Mission Jai Hind’ that a clique of Left-leaning
intellectuals want to thrust upon the nation. This is actually a sinister attempt
to impose socialism, a discredited ideology, by sugarcoating it. The idea is to nationalize
all property: “All the resources (cash, real estate, property, bonds, etc.) with citizens or
within the nation must be treated as national resources during this crisis.” The plan is
dangerous because it is presented not by the lunatic fringe on the Left but by important
personalities which include such economists as former Planning Commission member
Abhijit Sen, former chief economic advisor Deepak Nayyar, R. Nagaraj from the Indira
Gandhi Institute of Development Research, Prof. Pranab Bardhan, and Jean Drèze.
Then there are luminaries like author Rajmohan Gandhi, historian Ramachandra Guha,
Ganesh Devy, former bureaucrat E.A.S. Sarma, activists Harsh Mander, Nikhil De, and
Yogendra Yadav, Admiral Ramdas, and Lalita Ramdas.
Their seven-point-plan included doles like universal access include 10 kg food-grain,
1.5 kg daal, 800 ml cooking oil, and 500 gm sugar per person per month for six months.
Also, there is demand for the expansion of the rural employment guarantee scheme to
200 days per household, compensation to workers for job loss, and clearing pending
wages. Besides, they want a similar plan in urban areas for 100 days per person for this
year. They also recommend: “This could take multiple forms: job loss allowance for the
salaried, wage subsidies for firms, crop loss compensation for farmers, and one-time
support of around Rs 10,000 to hawkers, vendors, small shopkeepers to restart their
business along with an ex-gratia of Rs 2,000 per month for three months to all social
security pension beneficiaries including disabled, widows, old persons, etc.”
These worthies asked the government to do “whatever it takes” to help the poor.
But it takes draconian laws and their brutal implementation to nationalize propert,
for nobody would let go of their cash, real estate, property, bonds, etc. Such measures
were tried in the past—in the countries where socialist ideas were put into practice. The
consequences were disastrous. The collectivization drives in the erstwhile Soviet Union
resulted in famines, massacres, and untold misery for the people. China suffered more.
Needless to say, the recommendations are a recipe for disaster, for no government can
execute it without bankrupting the public exchequer. Thankfully, we have a government
that treats these pinkish intellectuals with the contempt they deserve. Otherwise, more
problems would have arisen.
As it is, we have many problems. The government had done very well in the beginning
by not taking the World Health Organization, which is China’s puppet, very seriously;
even recently, it didn’t agree with the WHO on the use of HCQ. However, India erred
in accepting the WHO’s lockdown recommendation. Even if we had to accept that, we
should have chosen the timing according to our requirements. India is perhaps the only
major country which is opening up even as more and more cases are getting reported.
However, the Narendra Modi government has done well to open up the country in a
graded and cautious manner. It is a tough job as the corona curve has not flattened;
thousands of cases are reported every day; fatalities are also rising, though the numbers,
as compared to those in other countries and taking into consideration our population,
are not very high. Hopefully, it will remain so. h
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News in Brief

V-P underlines need
for proper data on
migrant workers
Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu has underlined
the need for “proper” data on migrant workers to
help the authorities impart them with required
skills and provide employment opportunities as the
country exits the coronavirus-triggered lockdown.
In a Facebook post on the novel coronavirus and
ways to deal with it, he said that unfortunately
the poor, the daily wage earners, farmers, and
small businesses have been severely affected by
the events triggered by the pandemic.
The governments at the Centre and in the
states have taken several measures to alleviate
the suffering of the poor and the needy, especially
migrant workers, he said.
“The recent events underline the need for having
proper data on the migrants in the country. Creating
such data will help the governments to impart skills
and create employment opportunities to them in
their respective places,” the Vice-President said.

Over the past few weeks, lakhs of migrant
workers have returned to their native states as the
lockdown had rendered them jobless. h
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WHO resumes
HCQ trials after
halting it over
safety concerns
The World Health Organization (WHO) has
announced that soon it will resume clinical trials
of the anti-malaria drug hydroxychloroquine
(HCQ) to evaluate whether it can be used to
prevent and treat Covid-19. Earlier in May,
the WHO had suspended trials after a study
published in a prominent medical journal, Lancet,
suggested that the drug could increase the risk of
death among patients suffering from the novel
coronavirus.
The Data Safety Monitoring Board decided there
was no reason to discontinue the international
trial after reviewing available data on the
drug, WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said at a press conference.
Several world leaders, including US President
Donald Trump and Brazil’s President Jair
Bolsonaro, have promoted the use of HCQ as a
possible treatment for Covid-19.
In addition to malaria, HCQ is often used by
doctors to treat rheumatoid arthritis and lupus. h

Carrying
the great legacy
forward:
Ajay Harinath
Singh
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O

ne of the youth icons of the country,
The Prince of Sultanpur, as he is known, Ajay has
Ajay Harinath Singh, known as a Young been graced with prestigious Champions of Change
Turk in the global business circle, is the
Award 2019 by Interactive Forum on Indian Economy
Founder and Chairman of the Mumbai(IFIE), a non-profit recognized by Government of
Headquartered Darwin Platform Group of Companies. India, for his exemplary social welfare initiatives
Recently, there was something other than destiny that and philanthropic work. The award was presented
took Singh to Thailand (Kingdom of Siam) to receive two
to him by former President, Dr. Pranab Mukherjee,
prestigious Awards for his excellent contribution to the
in a special ceremony conducted at his residence in
industry. He never realized that his lineage of Lava (Son New Delhi.
of Lord Rama) would one day connect him so deeply
Speaking on his spectacular achievement, Ajay
with Thailand, a country deeply engrossed with ideals Harinath Singh, said, “It feels surreal to receive an award
from Dr. Pranab Mukherjee. It’s
of Rama and Buddha.
Ramayana, the great Indian
definitely the most remarkable
day of my life. I never thought
epic, says Lava belongs to the
that whatever little I could do for
Ikshvaku clan or Suryavansha
His grandfather
Dynasty of Kshatriyas in ancient
the less fortunate people in our
Harinath Zamindaar
India and Singh’s caste Survanshi
society would earn me the tag of
Singh comes from Lav being a Champion of Change. I
Rajkumar Kshatriya Rajputs claim
their descent from him (Lava).
thank my well-wishers for their
lineage. With such a
Hence, the Indian business
blessings and the IFIE for this
glorious lineage, Ajay great honour.”
conglomerate plans to expand
its businesses globally.
Ajay is now all set to spearhead
Harinath Singh is
His grandfather Harinath
a new age Ashwamedh Yagna
passionate for nation- to revisit India’s history and
Zamindaar Singh comes from
building through
Lava lineage. With such a glorious
mythology especially connected
lineage, Singh is passionate for
strong business models with legendary Kshatriya Clan.
nation-building through strong
The event would be a perfect
business models. Hence, he
amalgamation of royalty and
directed to ram up all resources
business houses. Apart from
in India and globally to fight the Covid-19 crisis. The this, nine royal families and Mahamandleshwar
launch of testing and antiviral kits reflects his concerns (Religious and spiritual heads) would be part of the
of a social cause in the times of an emergency due to the mega event which showcases the strength of a young
pandemic. DPGC, with over Rs 41,000 crore network business tycoon who comes from Lava’s lineage.
and 19 associate companies, operates in 11 countries.
Commenting on the Yagna, Ajay Harinath Singh
Despite coming from such a prestigious family, Ajay said, “He never realized that his lineage of Lava (Son
has established a name for himself in the industry and has
of Lord Rama) would one day connect him so deeply
been doing the thankless job of helping the millions out
with the people of India and he would be admired
there with a great mindset. Throughout the coronavirus by business houses of the world. Ideals of Rama and
pandemic, he has been silently doing his job of providing
Buddha still dominate the world. The Yagna would
help as much as possible to the needy ones.
be just of wider manifestations this fact.” h
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International

America burns after
death of unarmed black
in police custody
The protests began peacefully but
were later hijacked by radical groups

Prashant Bhardwaj
@Prashan45602722

rotests erupted across the United States
following the death of an unarmed black
man George Floyd in police custody. He
was killed by a Minneapolis police officer
who knelt on the man’s neck, suffocating
him to death.
Earlier, Minneapolis Police officers arrested
Floyd, after he was accused of buying cigarettes with
a counterfeit $20 bill. Floyd, a 46-year-old bouncer,
was killed on May 25 by Derek Chauvin, a police
officer, who pressed his knee into Floyd’s neck until
he died while other police officers watched. Footage
of the killing, taken by a bystander, showed Floyd
lying face down and handcuffed, groaning for help
and repeatedly saying, "Please, I can't breathe," before
becoming motionless.
The day after Floyd’s death, the Police Department
fired all four of the officers involved in the episode,
and on Friday the Hennepin County attorney, Mike
Freeman, announced murder and manslaughter
charges against Derek Chauvin, the officer who can
be seen most clearly in witness videos pinning Floyd
to the ground.
The three other former officers, Thomas Lane, J.
Alexander Kueng and Tou Thao—all of whom can be
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seen in the video participating in Floyd’s
arrest—remain under investigation.
Following the killing of George Floyd,
protests began on May 27 in Minneapolis
and quickly spread to several cities across
the US, including New York, Washington
DC and Los Angeles. Earlier, the protests
were mostly peaceful but later became
more violent as police clashed with the
demonstrators many of whom engaged
in looting and arson. The protesters claim
that there is systemic racism in the US.
A state of emergency was declared
in Minneapolis on May 28 by Mayor
Jacob Frey, and 500 Minnesota National
Guard troops were deployed to the Twin
Cities area. By morning, more than 30
businesses in Minneapolis had been
damaged by rioters. The Saint Paul Police
Department reported that 170 businesses
were damaged or looted on Thursday,
and dozens of fires started.
One of the biggest protests, joined
by Floyd's relatives, took place in his
hometown of Houston, Texas. Many
defied curfews in several cities, imposed
after violence and looting in some
districts on Monday night.
The Pope has issued a call for a tough
stand against racism. "We cannot tolerate
or turn a blind eye to racism," he said.
But he also condemned the violence.
"Nothing is gained by violence and so
much is lost,” he added.
The Floyd case has given an
opportunity to the radicals in the
African-American community such as
the Black Lives Matter movement; they

say they are fighting against the alleged
police brutality against black Americans
and systemic racism.
At an emotional news conference in
Minneapolis, Roxie Washington, the
mother of George Floyd's six-year-old
daughter Gianna, said he was a good
man. Standing with Gianna, she said:
"I'm here for my baby and I'm here for
George because I want justice for him."

Hundreds of
protesters confronted
police outside
CNN's downtown
headquarters. Activists
spray-painted a large
CNN logo outside the
building, breaking a
window and tagging
doors
The protesters carried out acts of
violence, vandalism, and arson in the
name of just for Floyd. In Atlanta, they
set fire to a police car used barricades
to break the windows of cruisers while
others were jumping on the vehicles and
shattering windshields.
Hundreds of protesters confronted
police outside CNN's downtown
headquarters. Activists spray-painted

a large CNN logo outside the building,
breaking a window and tagging doors.
One protester climbed on top of the CNN
sign and waved a Black Lives Matter flag
to cheers from the crowd.
Protesters pelted police officers who
came over with bottles, striking some of
them. Other bottles thrown at authorities
exploded behind the police line, but no
officers appeared to get hit. Protesters
chanted, "Quit your jobs."
The officers backed their line away
from the group of protesters who were
throwing objects at them.
In a dramatic fashion, President
Donald Trump announced that he is
sending additional federal resources to
help the nation’s capital city quell violent
protests—and then walked across the
street to visit a historic church burned
during the unrest.
Declaring himself "the president of
law and order," Trump said during a Rose
Garden address that he is dispatching
“thousands and thousands” of military
personnel and law enforcement personnel
to Washington, D.C., to stop rioting,
looting, vandalism and destruction of
property.
Trump also urged governors to use as
many National Guard troops as possible
to control violence and warned if they
didn't, he would deploy the US military
"and quickly solve the problem for them."
"These are not acts of peaceful protest,"
Trump said of the unrest. "These are acts
of domestic terror."
And he is determined to end terror. h
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Ravi Shanker Kapoor
Consulting Editor

@libertypartisan

We need
courage &
caution to
open up
Even as politicians keep
bickering with each other, we
have to fight the coronavirus
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O

ne would have
expected that in
this time of crisis,
an unprecedented
crisis at that, our
politicians would
stop
scoring
brownie points
and join hands to
ride out the pandemic. But, alas, that
was not to be.
It is not just that they just slam each
other. Sometimes, the world turns topsyturvy and the moral compass is lost.
Good is criticized as bad, and vice-versa;
fact-based analysis is trashed as bigotry;
and virtue is seen as vice. One such virtue
is fiscal prudence—at least we still view it
as one. Many politicians, unfortunately,
see it as a vice.
Opposition parties are slamming
the Narendra Modi government for
not spending more. The Rs 20-lakh
crore economic package that the Prime
Minister announced on May 12 and
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
spelt out in the last few days, the
Opposition claims, is “fraudulent” and
“non-existential.”
Senior Congress leader Anand Sharma
said that the package just “adds up to Rs
3.22 lakh crore… It is 1.6 per cent of the
GDP. It is much less than the 2 per cent of
the GDP and not 10 per cent as the Prime
Minister had very forcefully committed
and announced.”
But, Mr. Sharma, wasn’t it Manmohan
Singh, your party colleague and former
prime minister, who said in 2012 that
money doesn’t grow on trees? It didn’t
eight years ago; it doesn’t now.
The Modi regime has done extremely
well by not succumbing to the pressure
that government expenditure should be
increased to boost demand, pump-prime
the economy, etc. Government can’t
revive the economy by spending more;
it can do that by letting private enterprise
function with as few regulations as
possible.
After dithering for six years, the
government has finally decided to
introduce big-bang reforms like opening
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Sometimes, the world
turns topsy-turvy and
the moral compass is
lost. Good is criticized
as bad, and viceversa; fact-based
analysis is trashed as
bigotry; and virtue is
seen as vice
up the coal sector and helping the farmer
realize higher price for his produce.
Instead of welcoming such path-breaking
measures, the grand old party has chosen
to greet them with skepticism.
The government’s decision to amend
the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, and
enact a Central law to afford “adequate
choices to [the] farmer to sell produce at
attractive price.” Liberalizers have been
clamoring for legislative changes for
decades. Introduced in an era when there
was an acute shortage of food-grains, the
EC Act has not just become anachronistic
but also detrimental to the interests of
agriculturists.
The amendment will do away with
the stocking limits, which can be

imposed only under very exceptional
circumstances like national calamities
and famine with surge in prices.
The proposed Central law would
facilitate agriculture marketing for
farmers, doing away with the middlemen
and helping the former get higher prices.
In implemented properly, the antifarmer Agricultural Produce Market
Committees would be done away with.
Similarly, opening up the coal and
strategic sectors for private companies
has the potential of attracting investment
and boosting growth. Against this
backdrop, senior Congress leader and
former Union minister Jairam Ramesh’s
remark of “fraudulent package” seems
too harsh: “Bogus claims by the Prime
Minister have been exposed. If ever there
was a fraudulent package this is one.”
The GOP is unhappy that the
government is not spending more, that
it is being fiscally responsible. Virtue has
become vice.
It is not only the Congress which is
politicking; other parties are little better.
The Bharatiya Janata Party castigated
the Delhi Government under the Aam
Aadmi Party for having “completely
failed in fighting Covid-19.” BJP leader
and former state chief Manoj Tiwari
denounced Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal for the burgeoning health crisis.
“Arvind Kejriwal government has
completely failed in fighting Covid-19

crisis. Arvind Kejriwal has lied to the
citizens [because of] which the Delhi
people are now suffering. He earlier
assured the people of a capacity of
30,000 beds but later urged the citizens
to get treated at home. And then he is
selectively pointing at some hospitals for
the Delhi government's failures. Instead
of promoting Covid-19 testing, the
government is closing the laboratories.
The world best healthcare system which
Arvind Kejriwal claimed is not even
worth of Mohalla-level today," Tiwari
said.
On its part, the AAP defended itself
and attacked the Central government.
Somnath Bharti, AAP MLA, told a
news website, “The AAP government
is handling Covid crisis in the most
comprehensive and effective manner
when compared to other states which
are yet to come to Delhi’s stage. We still

The Modi regime has
done extremely well
by not succumbing
to the pressure
that government
expenditure should
be increased to boost
demand, pump-prime
the economy, etc
have 5,000 odd oxygen-attached hospital
beds across the national capital. With
each passing day, we are arranging more
beds. We are converting schools into
quarantine facilities, and attaching hotels

to hospitals to increase the number of
beds and expand the scope of healthcare.”
Bharti also said, “The reason why
there is so much confusion regarding
the number of Covid cases and deaths
in Delhi is because the Narendra Modi
government-run hospitals like RML
Hospital have been meddling with data.
Using this, the BJP has been playing
politics against the AAP government.
Congress has jumped on the bandwagon
too.”
Politicians will keep fighting among
themselves but we, as citizens, should
show courage and caution in the
unlock period. For too long, we have
succumbed to fear, even phobia. If
fear limits reason, phobia paralyzes
it. Indians today refuse to utilize their
cognitive and cogitative faculties; they
simply don’t want to discover the truth
about the coronavirus themselves.
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Blindly believing what governments and
experts say, never scrutinizing official
statements or checking these against
facts (one ‘expert’ had predicted 70-80
crore infections in India), they are so
scared that they even refuse to ask simple
questions: Is life without liberty worth
living? If the curve doesn’t flatten in a
month, or a year, should we continue to
live like this? Should the economy and
civilization be allowed to be flattened? Is
it life anyway? Isn’t it better to die a free
man or woman than live like a frightened
prisoner? When was the last time when
the world came to a grinding halt?
The lockdown has made fish of human
beings. As a Hindi nursery rhyme says,
Haath lagao to dar jaayenge, baahar
nikalo to mar jaayenge… (Touch us and
we get frightened, take us out and we
die…). Fearful because Covid-19 kills,
but so do TB, cancer, heart ailments, flu,
malaria, and a zillion diseases. All kill,
yet we don’t sit at home—in some kind
of Passover.
We have to accept the facts of life, a
most important of these being disease. As
old as mankind itself, it has been around
for long and in various manifestations—
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We are not safe
against Covid-19.
But are we against
cancer, heart attacks,
paralysis strokes,
kidney and liver
failures, the thousand
diseases caused by
adulterated food,
road accidents, and
a myriad of other
killers?
plague, cholera, malaria, flu, tuberculosis,
cancel, organ failures, and long is the list.
That ailments kill is also well-known; it
is almost an axiomatic truth.
Over the centuries, most importantly
in the last couple of them, medical science
has made tremendous progress; there
are so many vaccinations, medicines,
surgeries, etc., that many body afflictions

are taken care of successfully. Life
expectancy has increased manifold all
over the world.
There is a strong possibility of a corona
vaccine being invented within a year, but
till then we have to fight it in whichever
way doctors deem fit. So, why this panic?
Why this perception that Covid-19 would
end the world? After all, its fatality rate,
from recent data, may not be even 1 per
cent, may even be comparable with that
of common cold.
We are not safe against Covid-19. But
are we against cancer (even strapping
sportsmen like Yuvraj Singh can get
it), heart attacks, paralysis strokes,
kidney and liver failures, the thousand
diseases caused by adulterated food, road
accidents, and a myriad of other killers?
The way people drive in India—men
driving with women and children on the
wrong side of the road—is much more
dangerous than any virus can be.
In a nutshell, the need of the hour
is courage. Of course, we have to take
precautions—keeping social distancing,
washing hands, etc. Mankind has
defeated many enemies; it will defeat
Covid-19 too. h

Ravi Shanker Kapoor
Consulting Editor

@libertypartisan

When two negatives
cancel each other

Our political masters didn’t end the lockdown
because they wanted to restore our Fundamental
Rights but to make the economy function
Power Corridors 20 June 2020

I

magine a happy
economic scenario
for India: double-digit
growth rate, tens of
millions of jobs getting
created every years,
fiscally responsible
government having
made overflowing
coffers, state finances with massive
surpluses instead of huge deficits (which
is the present case), and similar good
tidings. Had our economy were so good,
how would our political masters have
responded the novel coronavirus?
It gives me the shudders to even
think about such a possibility. Had the
economy been in the pink, politicians
would have imposed an indefinite
lockdown—at least till a decline in

cases or, better, till a vaccine is invented
and made available at mass scale. They
would have imposed a house arrest on
every citizen. Politicians just love the
lockdown. Chief Ministers from different
parties clamor for its extension; one of
them even threatened shoot-at-sight
orders—apparently shooting us to save
us from the virus!
Thankfully, the economy was in an
awful shape even before the Covid-19
epidemic hit us. It is awkward to use
‘thankfully’ in such a manner but that
is the truth.
We should be thankful to God, if he
exists, for bad things.
The booze lovers who queued up in
front of liquor shops a few weeks ago
must have thanked their lucky stars for
the pathetic state of state finances. For

the excise states get from liquor sale
constitutes a substantial part of their
revenues; and this was the reason that
Chief Ministers decided to open up
booze.
This reminds me of Quintus Arrius’
message to the slaves rowing the Roman
war ship in Ben Hur: “Now listen to me,
all of you. You are all condemned men.
We keep you alive to serve this ship. So
row well, and live.”
Those who like their drinks are
allowed to do so not because of the great
liberal principle that a man or woman
should be allowed to exercise their free
will and consume alcohol if they wish
to, even if they indulge in some vice
so long as they don’t hurt others; they
are allowed to do so because the great
ship of state has to keep moving. Or the
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Leviathan has to be kept alive.
Individual freedom, civil liberties,
democratic rights don’t matter; states
matter, the State matters.
Had state finances not been as messy
as they are, our political masters would
have continued prohibition by the
backdoor for very long, if not forever.
Make no mistake about it, the ban on
sale of alcohol for several weeks was
unannounced prohibition.
Our politicians were giving vent
to their moralizing instincts. To
paraphrase David Horowitz, inside
every politician there is a moralizer and
a tyrant screaming to get out. For weeks,
prohibition was imposed all over the
country in the name of fighting the novel
coronavirus; it would have continued
had it not been the empty coffers.
Profligacy of state leaders has saved
us from the sanskari nightmare.
In fact, the gradual phasing out of
the lockdown is also for the purpose
of restarting the economy and
replenishing the public exchequer
rather than restoring the civil liberties
and democratic rights that have been
enshrined in the Constitution. Our
politicians keep us alive to serve this
ship of the State.
And, by the way, it is not just Indian
politicians who want to keep people
under lock and key; many leaders in the
West also want to do the same. Even in
America, the ‘land of the free,’ there are
Democratic governors and mayors who
have locked down the people in their
jurisdictions and kept the keys with
themselves.
In fact, there are American politicians
who have themselves violated the
lockdown rules that they thrust upon
their voters. And some of them were so
shameless and insolent that they justified
their actions.
No violations by the powers that be
have been reported in India, which is not
surprising, for the media has stopped
being critical of anybody who wields
the danda, literal as well as figurative.
As I have written earlier too, journalists
are not only not opposing the violation
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It is not just Indian
politicians who want
to keep people under
lock and key. Even
in America, the ‘land
of the free,’ there are
Democratic governors
and mayors who
have locked down
the people in their
jurisdictions and
kept the keys with
themselves
of human rights and civil liberties
but also instigating the authorities to
further erode all democratic rights of
citizens by saying such things as ‘yahaan
lockdown ki dhajjiyan udai ja rahi hain’

(here the lockdown is being smashed to
smithereens).
But is the media, shamelessly
compromised as it is, beyond
redemption? Again two negatives
cancel each other out. The media is
not only dishonest but also dishonestly
dishonest—that is, a journalist or media
house never remains faithful to the
clients (companies, political parties,
whoever, whatever) that purchase their
services. Again two negatives cancel out
each other.
The filth all around that most Indians
suffer also seems to have strengthened
their immunity against flus. This perhaps
explains the relatively lower effect of the
coronavirus.
What saves us are the various
manifestations of evil—profligate
governments, bad economic policies,
dishonestly dishonest media. Such are
the ironies of this postmodern world.
And it would be another negative,
corruption, that would save us if Big
Brothers become too big and bothersome
and too moralizing. h

Prashant Bhardwaj
@Prashan45602722

Unemployment woes
increase because of
lockdown
Joblessness continues to rise as firms fire
employees amid lockdown
Power Corridors 24 June 2020

Economy
s the novel coronavirus continues to wreak
havoc across the country and the nationwide
lockdown results in significant dip in revenues
of many leading companies, these firms have
started to let go of employees, resulting in
the exacerbation of the unemployment problem in the
country.
Cab aggregator Ola is one such company which
has been badly hit by the lockdown. Ola CEO Bhavish
Aggarwal told PIT that the layoffs were triggered by a
significant dip in the company’s revenues. A number of
other companies, including food delivery services Swiggy
and Zomato, and some media firms have fired employees
over the past two months, despite a government appeal
not to do so.
Hindustan Times laid off around 130 employees.
Insiders suggest that firings have been across the board,
including sales, marketing, and editorial. They also
mentioned that the Patna and Pune editions were closing
down.
Media organizations such as The Times of India, News
Nation and The Quint have laid off employees despite of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi asking public and private
employers not to do so or cut their salaries. Sources have
also said that ET Panache and Bombay Times are all set
to merge and that ET Panache has asked its 50 per cent
staff to go on leave.
The tech giant IBM has also started firing employees in
the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. The tech industry
has suffered widespread job losses after the pandemic
triggered a severe slowdown. Hewlett Packard Enterprise,
the storage and server firm, said that it would save $1
billion by reducing pay and other costs. Airbnb Inc and
Uber Technologies Inc have also cut about a quarter of
their global workforces.
“IBM’s work in a highly competitive marketplace
requires flexibility to constantly add high-value skills
to our workforce. While we always consider the current
environment, IBM’s workforce decisions are in the interest
of the long-term health of our business,” Ed Barbini, IBM’s
spokesperson said in a statement. On online forums,
dozens of newly unemployed IBM workers, some who
said they had been with the company for more than 20
years, lamented the situation and expressed anxiety over
finding a new job in a recession.
The Supreme Court had on 27 April expressed concern
at the layoffs and salary cuts by some media organizations.
The court issued a notice to the Centre on a petition filed
by the National Alliance of Journalists, the Delhi Union of
Journalists and the Brihanmumbai Union of Journalists,
opposing the layoffs and pay cuts.
India’s unemployment rate was a tad higher at 24.3
per cent for the week ended May 24 compared to 24 per

cent in the preceding week or the average unemployment rate
of 24.2 per cent in the past eight weeks of the lockdown. The
unemployment rate stood at 8.8 per cent in March.
However, the labor participation rate fell marginally to
38.7 per cent in the week ended May 24 as against 38.8 per
cent recorded in the preceding week after increasing for three
consecutive weeks, says the Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE) in its weekly report.
The month of June is likely to generate more jobs because
in the last week of May, the unemployment rate fell to 20.2
per cent—the lowest unemployment rate recorded since the

Media organizations such as
Hindustan Times, The Times of
India, News Nation and The Quint
have laid off employees despite
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asking public and private
employers not to do so or cut their
salaries
imposition of the lockdown. However, most of the initial
improvements will be of poor quality jobs.
“Salaried jobs are relatively difficult to get. And, salaried jobs
lost during a lockdown are far more difficult to recover. These
are also the better jobs. The continued loss of good quality jobs
is therefore worrisome,” noted CMIE. h
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Microfinance

How local
entrepreneurship
opens doors for
migrant workers
Dr. Kuldip Maity
The author is Managing Director &
Chief Executive Officer, Village Financial Services

@maitykuldip

With the constant support
of the government, MFI organizations
steadily grow not only ensuring
income generation but also spreading
financial literacy
I travelled miles, for many a year,
Spent riches, in lands afar,
I’ve gone to see the mountains, the oceans I’ve been to view.
But I haven’t seen with these eyes
What two steps from my home lies
On a sheaf of paddy grain, a glistening drop of dew.

W

ords gifted by a great poet to a child who would grow up to be
another great cultural ambassador of India (The original words
are in Bengali. These are the work of an unknown translator,
sourced from the Internet). While it might seem to be a short
poem on travelling, lore has it that when Tagore wrote this for Satyajit Ray,
he added a disclaimer that Ray, then six years old, would understand its true
meaning when he grew up.
As I write on migrant workers, whose plight during the lockdown has put
them in the limelight, those golden words throw a new perspective before me.
While in a large country like India migration may be triggered by various
social, economic, or political factors, the movement of population in different
parts of the country helps in understanding the dynamics of society better.
With some states developing faster than others, migration has become more
frequent. The number of migrants also increases, owing to a disparity between
living standards, between the rural and urban parts.
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If we stick to definitions, when a person is enumerated in
a census at a different place than his/her place of birth, he/she
is considered a migrant. Factoring out marriage, which is the
most common reason of migration among women, Professor
Amitabh Kundu of the Research & Information System for
Developing Countries estimates that 30 per cent of interstate
migrants are casual workers and another 30 per cent work on
a regular basis, but in the informal sector.
This, however, does not represent the numbers of those who
do not get captured by normal worker data surveys. A study by
the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) and
the Azim Premji University in 2019 estimates that 29 per cent
of the population of India’s big cities consists of daily wagers.
Given their economic condition, most of these migrant workers
have to cut down on their standard of living, hygiene, and
sanitation as they have to maintain multiple establishments.
When we add them up, we get a considerable section of the
population that migrates for work but still lives in a state of
vulnerability—a vulnerability that got glaringly exposed during
the nationwide lockdown that was imposed in end-March to
check the spread of the coronavirus. Then why would such
huge numbers move from the security of their immediate social
environments to distant cities or states?
The answer to this is as complex as any other aspect of human
behavior and livelihood. However, if we restrict ourselves to
a single dimension, it might be rooted in our psychology of
taking decisions by association. A majority of the migrant
workers moved bases on the advice of a close friend or a family
member who had already migrated for work. A reference to an

easy earning opportunity stops us from exploring the newer
options that have become available to us since the time that
the person who makes the reference had migrated.
On a side note, luring the vulnerable through stories of
such income opportunities is also one of the prime methods
employed by those who are into heinous crimes such as women
and child trafficking.

Microfinance to offset migration
Over the years, the role and penetration of the microfinance
industry have ensured that micro-enterprises grow in the
financially deprived sections of our society. Collectively, we
have been trying to create an environment of income generation
through direct and indirect employment.
With the constant support of the government, MFI
organizations steadily grow not only ensuring income
generation but also spreading financial literacy. Add to that,
the constant thrust on using digital tools that brings the microenterprises closer to their potential buyers.
The economically vulnerable sections, especially the rural
people, now have opportunities that are equal to, if not better
than, the earning capabilities of migrants—with the added
advantage of not having to leave a familiar environment. We
need to build awareness to change the perception that the grass
is always greener in a distant land.
While migration may still happen, let it be a choice and
not a compulsion. Let there be no regret, like “But I haven’t
seen with these eyes, What two steps from my home lies.” h
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Overlapping
hazards
increase risk
in Bihar
Even as the state braces for the
corona attack, it will be exposed
to floods after monsoon

Eklavya Prasad and Nirmalya Choudhury

T

he state of Bihar is on the brink
of witnessing overlapping
hazards. The number of Covid19-affected cases in the state is
on the rise and shortly the state
will move into those months where a large
part of the state—entire north Bihar, five
districts of South Bihar and one district
that spreads across both the regions—are
exposed to the risk of floods. There is
urgent requirement on the part of the
state, along with the non-state actors,
to take immediate measures towards
acknowledging the multiple risk that
emanate from these overlapping hazards
and reducing of the same.
Collective action of state and nonstate actors at the ward level is needed
to develop co-benefit strategies—actions
that would help people to minimize the
impact of floods but in a manner that also
restrict the spread of the coronavirus. The
key action points that needs to be taken up
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include a ward-level disaster management
plan, large-scale construction of elevated
platforms through Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA), universal access to
safe water and sanitation facility, and
all these while strictly adhering to the
Covid-norms of physical distancing and
use to PPEs.
All the 38 districts of Bihar have
reported of Covid-19 positive cases, and
the numbers have been increasing every
day. On May 24, there were 180 new cases,
taking the total number of confirmed
cases in the state to 2,574. Many of these
districts are prone to urban flooding, flash
floods and riverine floods. (North) Bihar
and floods are synonymous. As recent as
last year, some 12 million people were
affected by the floods. Going by the report
of the Bihar State Disaster Management
Authority (BSDMA), during 2008-16 a
total of 629 blocks, around 27 million

people and some 11 million hectares of
agriculture land got affected from floods.
Flood months bring with them a
typology of hazards. The typologies are
associated with the geographical location
of habitation and have differential effects.
The typologies include: waterlogged
regions, areas which are in the riverside
and prone to bank erosion, riverine
floods in areas with no embankment,
riverine floods in the countryside after
the breach of the embankment, flash
floods in riverside of embankments, flash
floods in regions without embankments
and waterlogging in regions between
embankments of two river systems. While
the pandemic might not discriminate
across locations, the effect across the
typologies would be different. Hence,
any action aimed towards reducing
vulnerability, should first acknowledge
the existence of the typologies.
In the coming weeks, the state and

Rescue operation by the
National Disaster Response
Force personnel during Kosi
Floods in August 2008

non-state actors should collectively
endeavor towards developing a ward
level plan through engagements with the
residents for enhancing the preparedness.
The plan needs to have strategies geared
towards enhanced access to basic
amenities, in sync with the norms for
containment of the corona virus. Women,
senior citizen, and children are most
vulnerable under stress situations, and
the ward-level plan should particularly
be sensitive to the needs of these groups.
One important activity to be
undertaken at the ward level is the
identification of spaces for construction
of elevated platforms that would act as
flood shelters. This could be a challenge
in a densely populated region like North
Bihar. The usual shelters like schools or
government buildings might already
be occupied as a quarantine centres.
Construction of elevated platforms
promoted through MGNREGA,

In the coming weeks,
the state and nonstate actors should
collectively endeavor
towards developing
a ward level plan
through engagements
with the residents
for enhancing the
preparedness
would have twin benefits: contribute
in employment generation, apart from
acting as shelter, before the flood strikes.
The plans have to be made keeping
the physical distancing norms as

mandated under Covid-19 guidelines
coupled with access to safe drinking
water and sanitations. Given the norms
of for physical distancing, fewer people
will have to be accommodated inside
a shelter. Hence a greater number
of shelter construction needs to be
promoted aggressively. The platforms
across different flood typologies post
floods can be used as a diverse utility
area (DUA) dependent on the ward-level
requirements.
Awareness campaign at the ward
level undertaken on corona pandemic
should also highlight on the precautions
to be undertaken during flood months.
Groups at the ward levels need to
be established who would shoulder
diverse responsibilities with regard to
flood preparedness. A decentralized
surveillance committee at the ward
levels formed to monitor the adherence
of the containment norms also needs
to undertake regular monitoring of the
nearest flood defence infrastructure
(embankments) and drainage lines in
order to stop clogging of the same.
The ward-level plan needs to make
advance planning on secured access
to basic amenities like drinking water,
sanitation, and hygiene interventions.
Field experiences are a testimony of
the fact that alternative practices for
safe drinking water, through temporary
rainwater harvesting system and disaster
resilient sanitation technology like ecosanitation could be aggressively promoted
to build resilience in the flood prone
areas.
At the district level, a revisit to the
district disaster plan in view of the
challenges brought in by the corona
pandemic and floods is mandatory. Safe
approaches proportionate to the nature
and intensity of floods, and in sync
with the prescribed norms of corona
containment needs to be a new normal
for the state of Bihar. h
Eklavya Prasad works with Megh Pyne
Abhiyan. Nirmalya Choudhury works
with Vikas Anvesh
Views are personal
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Sand Mafia Exposed

Gang operated in UP’s
Banda and Hamirpur
A Power Corridors team carried out a sting operation against
a big sand mafia headed by Nitesh Singh and Vikram Verma

Prashant Bhardwaj
@Prashan45602722
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U

nsustainable sand mining
practices are rampant
in India. Despite a set of
guidelines in 2016 to curb
the practice, illegal and
unsustainable sand mining continues.
The Union Environment Ministry has
now been forced to come out with
Enforcement and Monitoring Guidelines
for Sand Mining 2020 to regulate sand
mining and check illegal mining.
Sand is precious to the real estate
industry. Unscrupulous elements ravage
riverbeds and land with heavy equipment
to dredge up tonnes of earth and sell it at
steep discounts to builders.
The illegal mining industry in Uttar
Pradesh’s Banda and Hamirpur district
is not very old. It began in 2017, with
the sand mafia, in association with local
leaders and farmers, carrying out the
illegal mining activity.
Various media organizations have
conducted sting operations against the
sand mafias and tried to expose them.
One such sting operation was conducted
by the Power Corridors team in Hamirpur
and Banda district of Uttar Pradesh.
Nitesh Singh and Vikram Verma,
residents of Nashik, came in contact
with the Editor of the team. Both tried
to convince our team that they were the
victims of this system. Local officials took
lakhs of rupees in bribe from them. They
said that they had evidence against the
local sand mafia; they promised to help
our team in the sting.
Based on the information provided by
the two, our team started conducting a
sting operation but found that they were
also involved in this crime. In fact, within
a few months, with the help of some
people in the local administration, they
had managed to make crores of rupees
by misusing the land of innocent farmers.
The local authority was also informed
about the sting operation, after which
the CBI raided in November 2019 and
arrested several sand criminals.
After knowing the reality of Nitesh
Singh and Vikram Verma, we exposed
them. But they started blackmailing
our Editor, threatening that they would

Nitesh Singh

Sand is precious to the
real estate industry.
Unscrupulous
elements ravage
riverbeds and land
with heavy equipment
to dredge up tonnes
of earth and sell it
at steep discounts to
builders
defame us. They also gave death threats
to our team on various platforms like
Facebook, Instagram and Email.
But we wanted to show the truth to
people, so we kept exposing such criminal
activities on our various platforms. The
various sting operations resulted in big
gains for the state government which
started getting crores of rupees.
The illegal sand mining industry in the
entire country is in the hands of people
like Nitesh Singh and Vikram Verma.
Whenever honest officers and employees
act against them, the mafias get them
transferred or even killed.
During the sting operations, many

farmers also informed our team that
how much illegal mining is happening
in their fields, and how their crops and
fields suffer due to this.
Unfortunately, not many people take
action against the sand mafias; the illegal
industry is still thriving. People who come
forward and show courage to oppose
the mafias, they are threatened. Their
audacity emanates from their well-known
relationship with corrupt politicians and
officials and criminal elements.
These mafias not only use muscle and
money power to grab mining tenders
but also provide arms and ammunition
to gangs involved in illegal quarrying.
In Hamirpur district, the mafias have
constructed private roads and bridges
to transport sand from Betwa near Beri,
Jalalpur, Indrapuri, Chandaur and Jigni
villages. Agricultural land has been
usurped and sand-laden trucks frequently
move through the fields.
It is the duty of media organizations
like outs to combat these criminals, but
the government also needs to come
forward and take strict actions against
people like Nitesh Singh and Vikram
Verma. Only strict implementation of
laws, introduction of state-level policies,
and encouragement of sand alternatives
in construction can stop the irreversible
scarring of India’s rivers and beaches and
protect its ecological health. h
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US withdrawal
from fghanistan:
Implications for
India
Alok Bansal
The author is Director, India Foundation, and an Adjunct
Professor at New Delhi Institute of Management

@alok795

India needs to appreciate that if it has to
eventually fight the Taliban, it makes far
more sense to fight them in Kabul than to
deal with them at Wagah or Srinagar

R

eports emanating from the
United States Department
of Defence indicate that the
US is all set to pull out all its
troops from Afghanistan this year itself.
This could result in the US withdrawal
well before the timeline agreed to in the
US-Taliban deal that was negotiated in
February 2020.
Once implemented this could bring an
end to the longest war in the US history.
The US government is rushing through
the motions, as pulling out of Afghanistan
could possibly bolster President Donald
Trump’s re-election campaign, which has
Power Corridors 34 June 2020

come under severe strain after his handling
of the Covid-19 crisis.
However, the million-dollar question is:
will the US withdrawal usher in peace? One
needs to understand that for a long time
now, the US forces were not in the forefront
of fighting the Taliban or its numerous
splintered associates and adversaries. The
fight against the Taliban and other terrorist
outfits has largely been carried out by the
Afghan National Army (ANA) and the
Afghan National Police. The US forces
were occasionally called upon to provide
support, as the nascent Afghan Air Force
does not possess adequate firepower to

Near a US Marine Corps (USMC)
AH-1W Super Cobra attack
helicopter, an infantryman from
the 15th Marine Expeditionary
Unit (MEU) Special Operations
Capable (SEC) carries a full
combat load, including an FNMI
7.62 mm M240 machine gun, while
moving into a security position
after seizing Forward Operating
Base Rhino in support of operation
Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.
November 25, 2001

provide close air support to the Afghan
National Security Force (ANSF).
After the fall of the Taliban regime in
Kabul, Islamabad prevailed upon the US
and prevented it from strengthening the
Afghan Air Force as well as the artillery
and armored components of the ANA, on
the grounds that they had limited usage in
ongoing counterterrorism operations in
Afghanistan. This has prevented the ANSF
from having the decisive edge against the
Taliban. However, both the Afghan Air
Force and Afghan National Army are
gaining strength and may not really require
US military support in times to come. It
is, therefore, important to understand as
to why the US withdrawal will make a
difference.
A cursory look at Afghan history will
clearly reveal that most of the governments
in Kabul fell when some of the key
leaders switched sides. Najibullah fell
after inflicting a decisive defeat on the
Mujahideen in the Battle of Jalalabad,
because two of his key generals crossed

International
over. The Taliban also captured power
in Kabul by winning over the loyalties
of several key commanders aligned with
different groups of Mujahideen.
Afghans have usually been fencesitters, joining the side which appears to
be winning. The presence of US troops in
Afghanistan provides the regime in Kabul
some sort of insurance and a semblance
of stability. The removal of the US troops
could take away this veneer of invincibility
from the regime. Considering the fractured
polity of Afghan government and society,
this could result in different factions of the
government, including security personnel,
crossing over to Taliban, if they perceive
them to be winning.
Even if the Taliban were to behave like
good boys and ‘give up violence,’ what
would it entail? Firstly, they would expect
to be included in the government and
history tells us that whenever groups with
armed cadres join coalition governments,
they eventually push out others and take
over the government.
Secondly, it is quite feasible that
many sections of Taliban, including the
Haqqanis, may not stop fighting. These
splinter groups could continue to indulge
in acts of violence, either by themselves or
by joining hands with the Islamic State. As
it is, the level of violence in Afghanistan
has not really come down, despite the
US-Taliban deal. Numerous attacks have
taken place which have not been claimed
by anyone. Although the Taliban have
denied their involvement, but that may
just be a ruse.
Hence US withdrawal from
Afghanistan could either lead to a bout
of violent instability or lead to a Talibancontrolled government in Kabul, which
would obviously be willing to dance to
Islamabad or rather Rawalpindi’s tunes.
Both the possibilities do not augur well for
India, which has invested a lot of money,
resources, and efforts in strengthening the
Afghan nation. More significantly, the foot
soldiers of Taliban are not going to start
plowing the field just because the US has
signed a peace deal with Taliban. They will
simply move to a new arena to continue
their jihad.
The ideology of Taliban is not often

understood and the theological connect
between the Taliban and Al Qaeda is
deliberately under played. Theologically,
the jihad can only be launched under a
righteous leader or Amir-ul-Mumineen.
Consequently, Al Qaeda has never claimed
that its jihad has been under the leadership
of Osama bin Laden earlier or Ayman alZawahiri now. Their Amir-ul-Mumineen
unambiguously was Mullah Omar earlier
and is now Mullah Akhundzada, the
leader of Taliban. Without an Amirul-Mumineen, the Al Qaeda’s jihad
becomes theocratically and theologically
illegitimate. Even after the peace deal with

Taliban
spokespersons at the
moment are giving
numerous assurances
to all and sundry,
including India, about
their benign intent,
but the fact is that a
beast cannot change
its basic nature
the US, neither Al Qaeda nor Taliban have
denied this position of Mulla Akhundzada.
Any assurance given to the Americans by
the Taliban is probably just a ruse to delude
them into leaving the country.
More significantly, this symbiotic
relationship between the Al Qaeda and
Taliban is premised on their common
belief in the establishment of a global
Islamic Emirate. Consequently, if it gains
power in Afghanistan, irrespective of the
assurances given to the US negotiators, the
Taliban will not confine its radical ideology
to the territorial frontiers of Afghanistan. It
will start exporting its ideology and jihad
in the neighborhood and wherever they
find conducive atmosphere.
As a result, many of the Taliban foot
soldiers could move to India, especially
to the Kashmir Valley, in pursuit of their

‘jihad.’ The insurgency in Kashmir had
peaked in 1996, when Taliban had captured
power in Afghanistan. It is, therefore,
critical for India to analyze the impact of
the US withdrawal and take timely actions
to guard its interests. Ideally, it would be
advisable for India to impress upon the
US the need to retain a token military
presence in Afghanistan till the country
stabilizes. However, considering the
electoral compulsions, President Trump
is unlikely to comply.
Alternatively, it would be in Indian
interest to strengthen the Afghan national
security forces and the key to their
effectiveness is their training and their
hardware. Nato and the West are likely
to continue meeting the essential hardware

requirements of the Afghan forces in
foreseeable future, but India could also
consider providing some of its obsolescent
armored vehicles and artillery, which
would still be quite effective against the
local terrorists. More significantly, India
needs to augment its training efforts by
setting up military training facilities in
Afghanistan. The present system of getting
Afghans to India for training has its own
limitations.
India needs to appreciate that if it has
to eventually fight the Taliban, it makes
far more sense to fight them in Kabul than
to deal with them at Wagah or Srinagar.
Taliban spokespersons at the moment are
giving numerous assurances to all and
sundry, including India, about their benign
intent, but the fact is that a beast cannot
change its basic nature. India, therefore,
needs to be prepare for any eventuality, as
developments in Afghanistan will have a
direct impact on India’s national security. h
(The views expressed are personal)
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Organizational Mantra

Sensitive mind is
more important than
intellect for success
Keeping an organization united is an art
in which control of speech is important

K.N. Govindacharya
@kngovindacharya

T

he invitation for an informal
tea session at the house of
respected Yashwantrao Kelkar,
one of the teachers of the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad, was
extremely educative. Every time there
was something new to learn from him.
On one such occasion, he said all
human organizations suffer from human
failings too. Then he also told us that all
manmade problems will necessarily have
manmade solutions too.
Many a time, human psychology
plays a very big role in organization
management. People theoretically glorify
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split in organizations like the communist
movement in India; it was divided
in two parts in 1964. The theoretical
reasons were publicized. Later a book
was written by Raj Thapar by the name
All These Years. In it, the psychological
aspects behind that split shed light on
weaknesses of human nature.
All these human aspects have a role,
whether it is the breakdown of the
Congress, of the socialist movement in
1969-70 or the process of disintegrating
the Marxist political movement into
many pieces. Somewhere there is a
conflict of ego or a conflict of political
ambitions; they all play a huge role.
Dr. Lohia’s said free speech and
integrated functioning. His disciples
apparently followed half of his preaching.
They forgot the latter, and focused on the
former. And that too was degenerated
into loose talk.
After Independence, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh has remained united
and organized. Neither has anybody quit

it nor has anybody been able to break this
all-India organization. Only death could
separate them. A large number of people
have served the organization.
It is not that they were machines. They
are people with different interests, talents,
and abilities; they worked with each other.
In this ideological allegiance, emotional
attachment or idealism was not the only
glue. The aspects of human psychology,
such as restraint on speech were managed
properly in the working method.
Some things are universally accepted.
The nature of organization changes with
repeated requests.
1. Speaking the truth, saying good
things, and taking special care of the
listener’s mentality while speaking
unpleasant truths. Because speech is
not merely a means of expression on
its own behalf. It is a sharp weapon,
so care must be taken.
2. Selfless love is the basis of any work.
Small minds do not do great things.
Have a big heart.
3. Man is a mixture of virtues. Properties
should be used, so that they do not
overshadow the defects.
4. Every worker is important but no
worker is indispensable.
5. Discussion of the good qualities of
colleagues should be everywhere, but
the discussion of defects should be at
the appropriate place. Keep in mind
that the purpose of defect discussion
is defect avoidance.
6. See the virtues of others, see your own
faults.
7. Be tough to yourself, but generous to
others. The individual is a fraction,
only a team can become integer. h

An Underrated Classic

The Theory of
Moral Sentiments
In 1776, Adam Smith (1723-90) is
famous for his magnum opus, The
Wealth of Nations, which provides a
theoretical basis of capitalism. We are
taught in schools and colleges that
capitalism is all about profit-making
and exploitation of the working class,
that it is amoral, if not downright
immoral. Nothing could be farther
from the truth. For The Wealth of
Nations was suffused with a moral
philosophy that he had expounded in
another classic in 1759, The Theory
of Moral Sentiments. It showed that
he was not just an economist but
a philosopher, and the economic
theory of capitalism he propounded
was deeply philosophical. In this
book, he discussed the principles of
“human nature,” which he regarded
as a universal. Following are excerpts
from Smith’s earlier book:

H

Adam Smith

ow selfish soever man may be
supposed, there are evidently
some principles in his nature,
which interest him in the
fortune of others, and render
their happiness necessary to
him, though he derives nothing
from it except the pleasure of seeing it. Of
this kind is pity or compassion, the emotion
which we feel for the misery of others, when
we either see it, or are made to conceive it
in a very lively manner. That we often derive
sorrow from the sorrow of others, is a matter
of fact too obvious to require any instances to
prove it; for this sentiment, like all the other
original passions of human nature, is by no
means confined to the virtuous and humane,
though they perhaps may feel it with the most
exquisite sensibility. The greatest ruffian, the
most hardened violator of the laws of society,
is not altogether without it.
As we have no immediate experience of
what other men feel, we can form no idea of
the manner in which they are affected, but
by conceiving what we ourselves should feel
in the like situation. Though our brother is
upon the rack, as long as we ourselves are at
our ease, our senses will never inform us of
what he suffers. They never did, and never
can, carry us beyond our own person, and it is
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by the imagination only that we can form
any conception of what are his sensations.
Neither can that faculty help us to this
any other way, than by representing to
us what would be our own, if we were in
his case. It is the impressions of our own
senses only, not those of his, which our
imaginations copy. By the imagination
we place ourselves in his situation, we
conceive ourselves enduring all the same
torments, we enter as it were into his
body, and become in some measure the
same person with him, and thence form
some idea of his sensations, and even
feel something which, though weaker
in degree, is not altogether unlike them.
His agonies, when they are thus brought
home to ourselves, when we have thus
adopted and made them our own, begin
at last to affect us, and we then tremble
and shudder at the thought of what he
feels. For as to be in pain or distress of any
kind excites the most excessive sorrow, so
to conceive or to imagine that we are in it,
excites some degree of the same emotion,
in proportion to the vivacity or dullness
of the conception.
That this is the source of our fellowfeeling for the misery of others, that it
is by changing places in fancy with the
sufferer, that we come either to conceive
or to be affected by what he feels, may
be demonstrated by many obvious
observations, if it should not be thought
sufficiently evident of itself. When we
see a stroke aimed and just ready to fall
upon the leg or arm of another person,
we naturally shrink and draw back our
own leg or our own arm; and when it
does fall, we feel it in some measure, and
are hurt by it as well as the sufferer. The
mob, when they are gazing at a dancer
on the slack rope, naturally writhe and
twist and balance their own bodies, as
they see him do, and as they feel that they
themselves must do if in his situation.
Persons of delicate fibres and a weak
constitution of body complain, that in
looking on the sores and ulcers which
are exposed by beggars in the streets,
they are apt to feel an itching or uneasy
sensation in the corresponding part of
their own bodies. The horror which
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‘Of all the calamities to which the
condition of mortality exposes
mankind, the loss of reason appears,
to those who have the least spark of
humanity, by far the most dreadful’

they conceive at the misery of those
wretches affects that particular part in
themselves more than any other; because
that horror arises from conceiving what
they themselves would suffer, if they
really were the wretches whom they are
looking upon, and if that particular part
in themselves was actually affected in the
same miserable manner. The very force
of this conception is sufficient, in their
feeble frames, to produce that itching or
uneasy sensation complained of. Men of
the most robust make, observe that in
looking upon sore eyes they often feel
a very sensible soreness in their own,
which proceeds from the same reason;

We sometimes feel
for another a passion
of which he himself
seems to be altogether
incapable; because,
when we put ourselves
in his case, that passion
arises in our breast
from the imagination,
though it does not in
his from the reality
that organ being in the strongest man
more delicate, than any other part of the
body is in the weakest.
Neither is it those circumstances
only, which create pain or sorrow, that
call forth our fellow-feeling. Whatever is
the passion which arises from any object
in the person principally concerned, an
analogous emotion springs up, at the
thought of his situation, in the breast of
every attentive spectator. Our joy for the
deliverance of those heroes of tragedy or
romance who interest us, is as sincere as
our grief for their distress, and our fellowfeeling with their misery is not more real
than that with their happiness. We enter

into their gratitude towards those faithful
friends who did not desert them in their
difficulties; and we heartily go along with
their resentment against those perfidious
traitors who injured, abandoned, or
deceived them. In every passion of
which the mind of man is susceptible,
the emotions of the by-stander always
correspond to what, by bringing the case
home to himself, he imagines should be
the sentiments of the sufferer.
Pity and compassion are words
appropriated to signify our fellow-feeling
with the sorrow of others. Sympathy,
though its meaning was, perhaps,
originally the same, may now, however,
without much impropriety, be made use
of to denote our fellow-feeling with any
passion whatever.
Upon some occasions sympathy may
seem to arise merely from the view of a
certain emotion in another person. The
passions, upon some occasions, may seem
to be transfused from one man to another,
instantaneously, and antecedent to any
knowledge of what excited them in the
person principally concerned. Grief and
joy, for example, strongly expressed in
the look and gestures of any one, at once
affect the spectator with some degree of
a like painful or agreeable emotion. A
smiling face is, to everybody that sees
it, a cheerful object; as a sorrowful
countenance, on the other hand, is a
melancholy one.
This, however, does not hold
universally, or with regard to every
passion. There are some passions of which
the expressions excite no sort of sympathy,
but before we are acquainted with what
gave occasion to them, serve rather to
disgust and provoke us against them. The
furious behavior of an angry man is more
likely to exasperate us against himself
than against his enemies. As we are
unacquainted with his provocation, we
cannot bring his case home to ourselves,
nor conceive anything like the passions
which it excites. But we plainly see what
is the situation of those with whom he is
angry, and to what violence they may be
exposed from so enraged an adversary.
We readily, therefore, sympathize
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with their fear or resentment, and are
immediately disposed to take part against
the man from whom they appear to be
in so much danger.
If the very appearances of grief and
joy inspire us with some degree of the
like emotions, it is because they suggest
to us the general idea of some good or
bad fortune that has befallen the person
in whom we observe them: and in these
passions this is sufficient to have some
little influence upon us. The effects of
grief and joy terminate in the person
who feels those emotions, of which
the expressions do not, like those of
resentment, suggest to us the idea of any
other person for whom we are concerned,
and whose interests are opposite to his.
The general idea of good or bad fortune,
therefore, creates some concern for the
person who has met with it, but the
general idea of provocation excites no
sympathy with the anger of the man who
has received it. Nature, it seems, teaches
us to be more averse to enter into this
passion, and, till informed of its cause, to
be disposed rather to take part against it.
Even our sympathy with the grief or
joy of another, before we are informed of
the cause of either, is always extremely
imperfect. General lamentations, which
express nothing but the anguish of the
sufferer, create rather a curiosity to
inquire into his situation, along with
some disposition to sympathize with
him, than any actual sympathy that is
very sensible. The first question which
we ask is: what has befallen you? Till this
be answered, though we are uneasy both
from the vague idea of his misfortune, and
still more from torturing ourselves with
conjectures about what it may be, yet our
fellow-feeling is not very considerable.
Sympathy, therefore, does not arise
so much from the view of the passion, as
from that of the situation which excites
it. We sometimes feel for another a
passion of which he himself seems to be
altogether incapable; because, when we
put ourselves in his case, that passion
arises in our breast from the imagination,
though it does not in his from the reality.
We blush for the impudence and rudeness
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of another, though he himself appears to
have no sense of the impropriety of his
own behavior; because we cannot help
feeling with what confusion we ourselves
should be covered, had we behaved in so
absurd a manner.

The greatest ruffian,
the most hardened
violator of the laws
of society, is not
altogether without the
feeling of sorrow for
others

Of all the calamities to which the
condition of mortality exposes mankind,
the loss of reason appears, to those who
have the least spark of humanity, by far
the most dreadful, and they behold that
last stage of human wretchedness, with
deeper commiseration than any other.
But the poor wretch, who is in it, laughs
and sings perhaps, and is altogether
insensible of his own misery. The anguish
which humanity feels, therefore, at the
sight of such an object cannot be the
reflection of any sentiment of the sufferer.
The compassion of the spectator must
arise altogether from the consideration
of what he himself would feel if he was
reduced to the same unhappy situation,
and, what perhaps is impossible, was at
the same time able to regard it with his
present reason and judgment…

‘We often derive
sorrow from the
sorrow of others’

This disposition to admire, and almost
to worship, the rich and the powerful,
and to despise or, at least, to neglect
persons of poor and mean condition,
though necessary both to establish and
to maintain the distinction of ranks and
the order of society, is, at the same time,
the great and most universal cause of the
corruption of our moral sentiments. That
wealth and greatness are often regarded
with the respect and admiration which
are due only to wisdom and virtue; and
that the contempt, of which vice and
folly are the only proper objects, is often
most unjustly bestowed upon poverty
and weakness, has been the complaint
of moralists in all ages.
We desire both to be respectable and
to be respected. We dread both to be
contemptible and to be contemned. But,
upon coming into the world, we soon
find that wisdom and virtue are by no
means the sole objects of respect; nor
vice and folly, of contempt. We frequently
see the respectful attentions of the world
more strongly directed towards the rich
and the great, than towards the wise and
the virtuous. We see frequently the vices
and follies of the powerful much less
despised than the poverty and weakness
of the innocent. To deserve, to acquire,
and to enjoy the respect and admiration
of mankind, are the great objects of
ambition and emulation. Two different
roads are presented to us, equally leading
to the attainment of this so much desired
object; the one, by the study of wisdom
and the practice of virtue; the other, by
the acquisition of wealth and greatness.
Two different characters are presented to
our emulation; the one, of proud ambition
and ostentatious avidity; the other, of
humble modesty and equitable justice.
Two different models, two different
pictures, are held out to us, according to
which we may fashion our own character
and behavior; the one more gaudy and
glittering in its coloring; the other more
correct and more exquisitely beautiful
in its outline: the one forcing itself upon
the notice of every wandering eye; the
other, attracting the attention of scarce
anybody but the most studious and

They are the wise and
the virtuous chiefly,
a select, though, I am
afraid, but a small
party, who are the real
and steady admirers
of wisdom and virtue
careful observer. They are the wise and
the virtuous chiefly, a select, though, I
am afraid, but a small party, who are
the real and steady admirers of wisdom
and virtue. The great mob of mankind
are the admirers and worshippers, and,
what may seem more extraordinary, most
frequently the disinterested admirers and
worshippers, of wealth and greatness.
The respect which we feel for wisdom
and virtue is, no doubt, different from
that which we conceive for wealth and
greatness; and it requires no very nice
discernment to distinguish the difference.
But, notwithstanding this difference,
those sentiments bear a very considerable
resemblance to one another. In some
particular features they are, no doubt,

different, but, in the general air of the
countenance, they seem to be so very
nearly the same, that inattentive observers
are very apt to mistake the one for the
other.
In equal degrees of merit there is scarce
any man who does not respect more the
rich and the great, than the poor and the
humble. With most men the presumption
and vanity of the former are much more
admired, than the real and solid merit of
the latter. It is scarce agreeable to good
morals, or even to good language, perhaps,
to say, that mere wealth and greatness,
abstracted from merit and virtue, deserve
our respect. We must acknowledge,
however, that they almost constantly
obtain it; and that they may, therefore,
be considered as, in some respects, the
natural objects of it. Those exalted stations
may, no doubt, be completely degraded by
vice and folly. But, the vice and folly must
be very great, before they can operate this
complete degradation. The profligacy of
a man of fashion is looked upon with
much less contempt and aversion, than
that of a man of meaner condition. In the
latter, a single transgression of the rules of
temperance and propriety, is commonly
more resented, than the constant and
avowed contempt of them ever is in the
former. h
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I, Pencil My Family
Tree as told to
Leonard E. Read
Leonard E. Read (1898-1983)
was a zealous champion
of liberty. He founded
the Foundation Economic
Education in 1946 and headed
till his death. ‘I, Pencil’ is
his most famous essay. This
autobiography of pencil
shows how intricately and
unknowingly—almost as if
guided by the Invisible Hand
of market—countless people
and processes get involved in
the manufacture of something
so simple that we don’t think
about despite using it. First
published in 1958, it gained
enormous popularity for simply
and beautifully explaining the
functioning of free market.
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Milton Friedman, the 1976 winner of the
Nobel Prize in Economics, used this essay in
his 1980 television show Free to Choose

I

n the reprint, Milton Friedman, the 1976
winner of the Nobel Prize in Economics,
used the essay in his 1980 television show
Free to Choose.
I am a lead pencil—the ordinary wooden
pencil familiar to all boys and girls and adults
who can read and write.
Writing is both my vocation and my
avocation; that's all I do.
You may wonder why I should write a
genealogy. Well, to begin with, my story
is interesting. And, next, I am a mystery—
more so than a tree or a sunset or even a
flash of lightning. But, sadly, I am taken for
granted by those who use me, as if I were a

mere incident and without background.
This supercilious attitude relegates me
to the level of the commonplace. This is
a species of the grievous error in which
mankind cannot too long persist without
peril. For, the wise G.K. Chesterton
observed, “We are perishing for want
of wonder, not for want of wonders.”
I, Pencil, simple though I appear to
be, merit your wonder and awe, a claim I
shall attempt to prove. In fact, if you can
understand me—no, that's too much to
ask of anyone—if you can become aware
of the miraculousness which I symbolize,
you can help save the freedom mankind
is so unhappily losing. I have a profound
lesson to teach. And I can teach this
lesson better than can an automobile or
an airplane or a mechanical dishwasher
because—well, because I am seemingly
so simple.
Simple? Yet, not a single person on
the face of this earth knows how to make
me. This sounds fantastic, doesn't it?
Especially when it is realized that there
are about one and one-half billion of my
kind produced in the USA each year.
Pick me up and look me over. What
do you see? Not much meets the eye—
there's some wood, lacquer, the printed
labeling, graphite lead, a bit of metal, and
an eraser.

Innumerable antecedents
Just as you cannot trace your family tree
back very far, so is it impossible for me to
name and explain all my antecedents. But
I would like to suggest enough of them
to impress upon you the richness and
complexity of my background.
My family tree begins with what in
fact is a tree, a cedar of straight grain
that grows in Northern California and
Oregon. Now contemplate all the saws
and trucks and rope and the countless
other gear used in harvesting and carting
the cedar logs to the railroad siding. Think
of all the persons and the numberless
skills that went into their fabrication: the
mining of ore, the making of steel and its
refinement into saws, axes, motors; the
growing of hemp and bringing it through
all the stages to heavy and strong rope;

Leonard E. Read founded the Foundation
Economic Education

My story is
interesting. And, next,
I am a mystery—more
so than a tree or a
sunset or even a flash
of lightning. But,
sadly, I am taken for
granted by those who
use me, as if I were
a mere incident and
without background
the logging camps with their beds and
mess halls, the cookery and the raising
of all the foods. Why, untold thousands
of persons had a hand in every cup of
coffee the loggers drink!
The logs are shipped to a mill in San
Leandro, California. Can you imagine the
individuals who make flat cars and rails
and railroad engines and who construct
and install the communication systems
incidental thereto? These legions are
among my antecedents.
Consider the millwork in San
Leandro. The cedar logs are cut into
small, pencil-length slats less than onefourth of an inch in thickness. These

are kiln dried and then tinted for the
same reason women put rouge on their
faces. People prefer that I look pretty,
not a pallid white. The slats are waxed
and kiln dried again. How many skills
went into the making of the tint and the
kilns, into supplying the heat, the light
and power, the belts, motors, and all the
other things a mill requires? Sweepers
in the mill among my ancestors? Yes,
and included are the men who poured
the concrete for the dam of a Pacific Gas
& Electric Company hydroplant which
supplies the mill's power!
Don't overlook the ancestors
present and distant who have a hand in
transporting sixty carloads of slats across
the nation.
Once in the pencil factory—$4,000,000
in machinery and building, all capital
accumulated by thrifty and saving parents
of mine—each slat is given eight grooves
by a complex machine, after which
another machine lays leads in every other
slat, applies glue, and places another slat
atop—a lead sandwich, so to speak. Seven
brothers and I are mechanically carved
from this “wood-clinched” sandwich.
My “lead” itself—it contains no lead
at all—is complex. The graphite is mined
in Ceylon. Consider these miners and
those who make their many tools and the
makers of the paper sacks in which the
graphite is shipped and those who make
the string that ties the sacks and those
who put them aboard ships and those
who make the ships. Even the lighthouse
keepers along the way assisted in my
birth—and the harbor pilots.
The graphite is mixed with clay
from Mississippi in which ammonium
hydroxide is used in the refining process.
Then wetting agents are added such as
sulfonated tallow—animal fats chemically
reacted with sulfuric acid. After passing
through numerous machines, the mixture
finally appears as endless extrusions—as
from a sausage grinder-cut to size, dried,
and baked for several hours at 1,850
degrees Fahrenheit. To increase their
strength and smoothness the leads are
then treated with a hot mixture which
includes candelilla wax from Mexico,
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paraffin wax, and hydrogenated natural
fats.
My cedar receives six coats of lacquer.
Do you know all the ingredients of
lacquer? Who would think that the
growers of castor beans and the refiners
of castor oil are a part of it? They are.
Why, even the processes by which the
lacquer is made a beautiful yellow involve
the skills of more persons than one can
enumerate!
Observe the labeling. That's a film
formed by applying heat to carbon black
mixed with resins. How do you make
resins and what, pray, is carbon black?
My bit of metal—the ferrule—is brass.
Think of all the persons who mine zinc
and copper and those who have the skills
to make shiny sheet brass from these
products of nature. Those black rings
on my ferrule are black nickel. What is
black nickel and how is it applied? The
complete story of why the center of my
ferrule has no black nickel on it would
take pages to explain.
Then there's my crowning glory,
inelegantly referred to in the trade as
“the plug,” the part man uses to erase the
errors he makes with me. An ingredient
called “factice” is what does the erasing. It
is a rubber-like product made by reacting
rape-seed oil from the Dutch East Indies
with sulfur chloride. Rubber, contrary to
the common notion, is only for binding
purposes. Then, too, there are numerous
vulcanizing and accelerating agents.
The pumice comes from Italy; and the
pigment which gives “the plug” its color
is cadmium sulfide.

No one knows
Does anyone wish to challenge my earlier
assertion that no single person on the face
of this earth knows how to make me?
Actually, millions of human beings
have had a hand in my creation, no one
of whom even knows more than a very
few of the others. Now, you may say that I
go too far in relating the picker of a coffee
berry in far off Brazil and food growers
elsewhere to my creation; that this is an
extreme position. I shall stand by my
claim. There isn’t a single person in all

Power Corridors 44 June 2020

these millions, including the president
of the pencil company, who contributes
more than a tiny, infinitesimal bit of
knowhow. From the standpoint of
knowhow the only difference between
the miner of graphite in Ceylon and
the logger in Oregon is in the type of
knowhow. Neither the miner nor the
logger can be dispensed with, any more
than can the chemist at the factory or the
worker in the oil field—paraffin being a
by-product of petroleum.
Here is an astounding fact: Neither
the worker in the oil field nor the chemist
nor the digger of graphite or clay nor

I, Pencil, simple though
I appear to be, merit
your wonder and awe,
a claim I shall attempt
to prove. If you can
understand me, if you
can become aware of
the miraculousness
which I symbolize,
you can help save the
freedom mankind is so
unhappily losing

A pencil factory

any who mans or makes the ships or
trains or trucks nor the one who runs
the machine that does the knurling on
my bit of metal nor the president of the
company performs his singular task
because he wants me. Each one wants
me less, perhaps, than does a child in
the first grade. Indeed, there are some
among this vast multitude who never saw
a pencil nor would they know how to use
one. Their motivation is other than me.
Perhaps it is something like this: Each
of these millions sees that he can thus
exchange his tiny know-how for the
goods and services he needs or wants. I
may or may not be among these items.

No Master Mind

There is a fact still more astounding: the
absence of a master mind, of anyone
dictating or forcibly directing these
countless actions which bring me into
being. No trace of such a person can
be found. Instead, we find the Invisible
Hand at work. This is the mystery to
which I earlier referred.
It has been said that “only God can
make a tree.” Why do we agree with
this? Isn't it because we realize that we
ourselves could not make one? Indeed,
can we even describe a tree? We cannot,
except in superficial terms. We can say,
for instance, that a certain molecular
configuration manifests itself as a tree.
But what mind is there among men
that could even record, let alone direct,
the constant changes in molecules that
transpire in the life span of a tree? Such
a feat is utterly unthinkable!
I, Pencil, am a complex combination
of miracles: a tree, zinc, copper, graphite,
and so on. But to these miracles which
manifest themselves in Nature an even
more extraordinary miracle has been
added: the configuration of creative
human energies—millions of tiny
know-hows configuring naturally and
spontaneously in response to human
necessity and desire and in the absence
of any human master-minding! Since
only God can make a tree, I insist that
only God could make me. Man can no
more direct these millions of know-hows
to bring me into being than he can put
molecules together to create a tree.
The above is what I meant when
writing, “If you can become aware of the
miraculousness which I symbolize, you
can help save the freedom mankind is so
unhappily losing.” For, if one is aware
that these know-hows will naturally,
yes, automatically, arrange themselves
into creative and productive patterns
in response to human necessity and
demand—that is, in the absence of
governmental or any other coercive
masterminding—then one will possess
an absolutely essential ingredient for
freedom: a faith in free people. Freedom
is impossible without this faith.
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Once government has had a monopoly
of a creative activity such, for instance, as
the delivery of the mails, most individuals
will believe that the mails could not
be efficiently delivered by men acting
freely. And here is the reason: Each one
acknowledges that he himself doesn't
know how to do all the things incident
to mail delivery. He also recognizes that
no other individual could do it. These
assumptions are correct. No individual
possesses enough knowhow to perform a
nation's mail delivery any more than any
individual possesses enough knowhow
to make a pencil. Now, in the absence of
faith in free people—in the unawareness
that millions of tiny know-hows would
naturally and miraculously form and
cooperate to satisfy this necessity—the
individual cannot help but reach the
erroneous conclusion that mail can be
delivered only by governmental “masterminding.”

Testimony galore
If I, Pencil, were the only item that could
offer testimony on what men and women
can accomplish when free to try, then
those with little faith would have a fair
case. However, there is testimony galore;
it’s all about us and on every hand. Mail
delivery is exceedingly simple when
compared, for instance, to the making of
an automobile or a calculating machine
or a grain combine or a milling machine
or to tens of thousands of other things.
Delivery? Why, in this area where men
have been left free to try, they deliver the
human voice around the world in less
than one second; they deliver an event
visually and in motion to any person's
home when it is happening; they deliver
150 passengers from Seattle to Baltimore
in less than four hours; they deliver gas
from Texas to one’s range or furnace
in New York at unbelievably low rates
and without subsidy; they deliver each
four pounds of oil from the Persian
Gulf to our Eastern Seaboard—halfway
around the world—for less money than
the government charges for delivering a
one-ounce letter across the street!
The lesson I have to teach is this: Leave
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Can the human mind even record, let alone direct, the constant changes
in molecules that transpire in the life span of a tree?

The lesson I have to teach is this: Leave all
creative energies uninhibited. Merely organize
society to act in harmony with this lesson. Let
society’s legal apparatus remove all obstacles
the best it can. Permit these creative knowhows freely to flow
all creative energies uninhibited. Merely
organize society to act in harmony with
this lesson. Let society’s legal apparatus
remove all obstacles the best it can. Permit
these creative know-hows freely to flow.
Have faith that free men and women will

respond to the Invisible Hand. This faith
will be confirmed. I, Pencil, seemingly
simple though I am, offer the miracle
of my creation as testimony that this is
a practical faith, as practical as the sun,
the rain, a cedar tree, the good earth. h
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Sports

New revelation
by ‘fixer’ shocks
cricket world
While the world of cricket has been rocked by revelations of
match-fixing accused Sanjeev Chawla, ace tennis player Djokovic
has won hearts by donating generously for the fight against corona

Pratik Mishra
Freelance writer

@pratik9mishra

ricket is facing a big dilemma
after easing of the nationwide
lockdown. After the corona
pandemic, which had stopped
the world, cricket along with
most sports started tentatively. But the
main accused of the Hansie Cronje
match-fixing scandal, Sanjeev Chawla,
dropped a bomb to take push it back.
The BCCI had announced the Aussie tour
programme earlier to set the ball rolling,
but Chawla’s remark that cricket matches
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are like “movies which are already being
directed by someone” has again shaken
the game.
In a confession, Chawla reportedly
said that he could not give more details

since “a very big syndicate/underworld
mafia is involved in this matter and
they are dangerous people.” If he says
anything, they will get him killed, he
added.

This revelation is a major setback
to both cricket and India. Chawla was
involved in match-fixing for many years.
In this disclosure to the Delhi Police, the
London-based cricket bookmaker has
reportedly claimed that "no cricket match
is fairly played" and "… all the cricket
matches which people see are fixed."
It may be recalled noted that Chawla
was extradited to India from the UK in
this year in February. His arrest in 2000
led to the end of former South Africa
captain late Cronje’s career.
A report in The Indian Express said
that Chawla had revealed before the
police that the syndicate had on its
target the case's investigation officer
DCP (Crime Branch) Dr G. Ram Gopal
Naik and that his life was under threat.
On March 28, a Delhi court dismissed
the bail application moved by Chawla.
The bookie sought bail on the grounds
that there is a threat of contracting
coronavirus inside the "unhygienic"
Tihar Jail. Chawla had also claimed to
have received life threats from various
persons and said that the jail inmates
made extortion demands from him.
Earlier this month, Chawla was
granted bail by the court, saying the
accused was in custody for the last
76 days and the probe was already
completed in the case. The court,
however, directed him to give his voice
sample and handwriting specimen to the
investigating officer in the case. Chawla
was alleged to have played a central role
in conspiring with Cronje to fix a South
African tour to India in February-March
2000. The British court documents say
that Chawla is a Delhi-born businessman
who moved to the United Kingdom on
a business visa in 1996 but continued to
make trips to India.

World Number 1 Djokovic is
Sonu Sood of tennis
After donating one million euros for his
country Serbia two months earlier, the
tennis world’s true gentlemen and world

Chawla reportedly
said that he could
not give more details
since ‘a very big
syndicate/underworld
mafia is involved in
this matter and they
are dangerous people’
number one Novak Djokovic has showed
what sportsman spirit truly means.
Amidst the coronavirus pandemic at
its peak Djokovic and his wife Jelena
served the perfect backhand return shot
for humanity.
The Serbian legend has now come
up with another generous initiative, as
he has donated a jaw-dropping amount
of five million euros to the Serbian
public health system, charities run by
the Serbian Orthodox Church, and to
vulnerable groups of the society. His
home country of Serbia has
recorded more
than 11,000

cases of the coronavirus.
Earlier through his foundation, he
contributed to the healthcare institutions
in Italy and Spain as well. Over there, he
funded the purchase of respirators and
medical supplies. The two countries were
the worst-hit nations at the time. Novak
was pained seeing his friends and fans
suffering in those two countries. "Dear
Italy, even if you are going through a
very difficult period, I know that you are
not alone in this situation. We support
you and send you our love, our prayers,
and wish you to remain strong to face
and overcome these difficult days. Stay
strong, courageous, confident, healthy,
and united. Everything will be fine,"
Djokovic published on social media.
However, the amount donated to
Spain and Italy has not been disclosed.
Summing up all his donations in the
recent past, the highest-paid tennis player
in terms of prize money has donated
more than six million euros at the time
of the corona crisis.

Djokovic on the list of top100 highest-paid athletes
Recently, the Serb was ranked in the list
of top-100 highest-paid athletes list by
Forbes. He took the 23rd position with
total earnings of $44.6 million (from June
2019 to 2020). His arch-rival Rafael Nadal
was ranked 27th in the list with a total
amount of $40 million as his annual
earnings. And his other rival, Roger
Federer , topped the list with annual
earnings of $106.3 million. h
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Silver Screen

Here’s what Karthik will ask
Alia Bhatt?
The rising star of Bollywood Kartik Aaryan said
in a recent interview that if he got a chance, he
would ask Alia Bhatt to recommend his name to
Sanjay Leela Bhansali. In an interaction with a
leading website, the actor spoke about his desire
to collaborate with Sanjay Leela Bhansali. As part
of the show, he was asked what would he ask
actor Alia if he was to interview her for his own
Instagram show, Koki Poochega. He said instead
of asking a question, he has a request for Alia:
“Alia ko main puchhunga ki please meri sifaarish
Sanjay Leela Bhansali sir se karo na (I would
ask Alia Bhatt to recommend my name to Sanjay
Leela Bhansali).”

Shilpa Shetty turns 45
Recently Shilpa Shetty turned a year older
and there was a lot of buzz on social media
as her fans wished the diva on the special
day. The actress took to her Instagram
handle to give a glimpse of her birthday
celebration at home. She was seen
celebrating her birthday with her hubby Raj
Kundra, son Viaan and daughter Samisha.
Sophie Choudry, Manish Malhotra, Dabboo
Ratnani, Riddhima Kapoor Sahni, Sunita
Kapoor and many others shared special
post for the actress on social media.
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Malaika is back with her
Monday Motivation posts
Malaika Arora is known to be one of
the fittest ladies in B-town. She earlier
started something for her fans on
social media which is called Monday
Motivation posts. There she used to
post pictures showing her athletic skills
and challenging fans with them. Before
the lockdown happened, she was
regularly spotted at her gym along with
sister Amrita Arora. But over the last
three months, her motivational posts
have been missing. The good news
is they are now back. She has been a
part of the industry for over 22 years.
Her claim to fame happened in the
form of Mani Ratnam's Dil Se where the
song Chaiyya Chaiyya immortalised
her forever.

